A panel representing the Research Defence Society, the Institute of Animal Technicians, the Laboratory Animal Science Association with the British Laboratory Animals Veterinary Association, and the Universities Federation for Animal Welfare will describe the attitudes of these bodies. Several other organisations have been invited to participate from the floor.
'Reports and discussion' (Chairman A. R. W. Porter) The SymposiulT1j will be held at the Royal Society of Medicine, ] Wimpole Street, London, W.1. The fee, including morning coffee and afternoon tea, is £5. Applications for tickets and requests for further information should be addressed to the Secretary, UFAW, 8 Hamilton Close, Potters Bar, EN6 3QD. Luncheon facilities at the Royal Society of Medicine are available only to Fellows of that Society.
LASA AUTUMN MEETING 1976 Friday, 19 November 1976 Annual General Meeting and free communications at the Meeting Room of the Zoological Society of London in Regent's Park. Short communications of 10-15 minutes will be accepted. Presentations may include work in progress where other preliminary or final results are incomplete. The organising committee, to whom offers and ideas should be sent, comprises Tony Buckwell of Tunstall Laboratory, Sittingbourne (0795 4444), Phyllis Ray of UFAW (Potters Bar 58202) and Mary Tucker of ICI Ltd., Macclesfield (09966 2828). Thursday-Friday, 21-22 April 1977 'Animal house function and design'
This meeting on the principles of animal house function and design will attempt to consider the requirements of a building with respect to the scientist, the animal and the manager; it is planned to include a trade exhibition.
All communications regarding this meeting, which will be held at Nottingham University, to the Honorary Secretary.
LASA AUTUMN MEETING 1977 Friday, 11 November 1977 Annual General Meeting and scientific meeting at the Meeting Room of the Zoological Society of London.
LASA SPRING MEETING 1978
Monday-Wednesday, 26-28 June 1978
A combined scientific meeting with the Gesellschaft fUr Versuchstierkunde and ScandLAS at the University of Cambridge.
Organisation will be in the hands of a joint program committee.
Suggestions and other communications to the Honorary Secretaries of both Societies.
'CONTROL OF THE ANIMAL HOUSE ENVIRONMENT'
Handbook 7, edited by Trevor McSheehy, 18 chapters (335 pages) comprehensively covering this important and complex subject, is now available from Laboratory Animals Ltd. at £16'50.
LASA Members may obtain any Handbook that is in print at the substantial discount of about 33 % providing cash accompanies the order.
Handbooks in print:
Member's Published 
TRADE DIRECTORY AND BUYERS' GUIDE
A considerable number of entries for this new directory have now been received and it is expected that the list will be closed at the end of September so that printing can go ahead. Anyone who wants their company to appear in the directory and who has not received an application form should contact the Honorary Secretary of LASA at once (address inside front cover, telephone 01-385 7709).
HAZARD: FORMALDEHYDE AND HYPOCHLORITES
The Health and Safety Executive has pointed out that if formaldehyde comes into contact with any source of free chlorine it is likely that small quantities of bischlormethyl ether will be formed. This substance is highly volatile and a potent lung carcinogen.
Extreme care should therefore be taken during the gassing of buildings or equipment with formaldehyde. It is most important that the gas does not come into contact with possible sources of free chlorine such as dunk tanks and foot baths or certain types of disinfectant fluids often used for floor cleaning.
INFECTIOUS DISEASES STUDY GROUP
A meeting on 'Purulent and pyogenic infections of laboratory animals' will be held on 3 , 9-10 MAY 1976 The Honorary Secretary attenr ed by invitation and the President as a speaker at the recent ScandLAS meeting. The program included a half day each on the nude mouse, laboratory animal nutrition, animals and their environmental interaction, and short communications. The standard of presentation throughout was high and stimulated considerable discussion. About 170 members and guests attended including some 8 members of LASA.
LASAjBLA VA SPRING MEETING 1976 'Stress in Animals under Experiment' University of Surrey 8-9 April 1976 This was the 2nd LASA residential 2-day meeting and judging by the number of participants (o"ver 200), the theme was well chosen. Several speakers expressed difficulty in defining the scope of stress and preferred to stay with the traditional physiological reactions to stress, whilst others managed to avoid using the term at all. However, at the end of 2 days most of the audience had a much better idea of other people's views on stress, even if their own still need some clarification.
The papers ranged from the lively and thought-provoking description of malnutrition in rats by Dr Stewart to the very detailed measurement and analysis of parameters by Professor Gartner. Dr Carruther's amusing if not entirely original 'experimental animals' and Dr Redfern's 'alternative phraseology' helped to keep the sessions enjoyable as well as interesting. Dr Herbert reminded us that injury of a physical nature to our experimental animals is not always evident and illustrated this with his Sha Sha mice. Some speakers emphasised that stress is not necessarily a bad thing; Dr Garrud, for example, told of increased performance under some stimuli that evoke the stress reactions, but Dr Freeman summed it up-The "no stress" situation is itself a stressor'. I fear that Mr Payne's warnings on the dangers of excess protein were not heeded by the majority of those who partook of the excellent meals at Guildford. The university caterers and the symposium organisers are to be congratulated on the quality of service and organisation, which did much to compliment the high scientific standard of the symposium. We look forward to Nottingham next year.
S. Sparrow.
REVIEWS
The behaviour of domestic animals. Ed. E. S. E. Hafez. 3rd edition, 1975. ISBN 0-7070-0549-5. Pp. 532. London: Bailliere Tindall. £12·50.
That 3 editions of this book should be produced within 14 years is an indication of its quality and popularity. 26 authors have contributed to this edition which comprises 18 chapters, 84 figures (mainly line drawings) and 26 plates. The book is divided into 3 parts, entitled Fundamentals of Behaviour, Patterns and Mechanics of Behaviour and Species Characteristics. Part I discusses the concept of domestication and its effect on behaviour, behavioural genetics and behavioural ontogeny.
In Part II such aspects as sleep, activation, feeding, sexual behaviour and maternal activity are considered while the last 2 chapters in the Part cover social behaviour, stress and welfare problems. Part III consists of 9 chapters dealing with cattle, sheep, pigs, horses, dogs, cats, quail, chickens and ducks respectively. There is a long and generally comprehensive index. The book is attractively produced and the small number of typographical errors detected by the reviewer indicates that the proof-reading was excellent.
